Management of the unconscious pregnant patient.
The management of the unconscious pregnant patient encompasses many aspects of obstetrics and critical care. It is not uncommon to have to manage such a patient, therefore one needs to be well prepared. There is a spectrum of altered consciousness, brain death being the most extreme. The causes of unconsciousness can be general or pregnancy specific. It is important to consider the physiological changes in pregnancy when managing these patients. The immediate resuscitative measures are mostly the same as for the nonpregnant with a few modifications. It is important to remember that there are two patients involved and this can complicate management issues. A multidisciplinary approach would be prudent. The intermediate and long-term management should also involve the family. The issues of perimortem and somatic support for foetal maturity are also discussed.